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An axtension or consaervatory is likely to be the mast signifcant change you will want to maks fo yaur Propeny. If
poary designed. it will affect your property, naighoours and sireet.

The size, shape and position of extensions and conservatories:

Hey principles to consider whan congidering the size, shape and posilion of your extension are set oul DEICW.
Front extensions will nat normally be accaplable except in special circumstancos.

it is impartant to consider how your extansion or conservatary pravides for access and parking &s sat cut in

tha axtension or consarvatory shauld nat dominate your housza. As a general nule 2l extensions should be
smaller than the criginal property, and with the excaplion of frant porchas they should be locatad to the raar

[
the extension or consenvatory should have similar x and v proportions (se= diagram below) and the sama
where possible the extension or conservatory should leave a reasenzbla space around the house and an

on comer plots extensions or consenvalones nead to respoct the street scene &nd have suitable boundary

sometimes neighbours can combing sxtsnsions o provide mutual benefits. As shawn evarlaal
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Avoiding over shadowing adjacent properties:
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Extengsons and consersataries should nat cast
lzrge shadows onto naighbours houses or gar-

dens. A3 a generzl rule this can be avoided by
kaeping within 2 Iina laken al 457 from the centre
af the nearest ground floor window of any principzl
roam in an adpining property, as shown abowve,
The degree of shadow casl will depend on the

aspect of vour housa.

combined 2'storey

axtension

overshadowing of
oW garden

neighbours can comibine exten- |
gions ko provide mubual benefits |




Privacy and overlooking:

Sxtensions should not overcok neighbauring houses or gardens. If habitable rooms such as badrooms, living
rooms, studies or kitchens are proposed on dhe first floor or ahove, care should be taken to avoid direct overlocok-
ing frem windows and balcenies particularly where the extension is cloze to Lhe boundary. In sama cazes such 33
sloping siles, care should be aken to avoid avarlooking from ground floor exlensions.

7.5 iF st floor bedrdom
1 2m it st floor oungs

overlooking of a neighbours garden can he
avolded by ensuring an adequate separa-

tion distance
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{he sraction of a 2 metre wall or fance can pravide a
privacy screen babween a single storey astension ar
conservatory and a naighbours garden

conserdatarizs should not overlook
a neighbours gerden. This i3 pantic-
ularly an izgug where ihe consen/a-
tory is elevated
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Two storey extensions in a back 1o back situation:

B ‘\Where a propoged window to 2 lounge, dining room, bedroom or kitchan will directly faca a similar window
or a neighbouring propery the distance betwaen them must be at least 21 meires in 2 back to back situa-
tion. (diagram a elow)

B ‘Whers direct overdaooking of a lounge, dining room, bedreom or Kitchen can be aveided by the positioning of
Ife windaws then the distancs can be a minimum of 18 matres, [disgram b below)

B Wherg a wall containing windaws of a lounge, dining racm, hedroom or kilchen ovarloaks & wall with no win-
dows on an adjacent properly the distance must b2 a minimum of 15 metres. (diagram < below)

B |f buildings are at diferent haights, these minimum distances may need to be increased to maintain
adequate privecy. (dizgram d below)
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Single storey extensions:

Sharter distances may be acceptable for bungslows, single sterey extensions snd conservatories depending on
tha arrangement of the windows and boundary fencing or hedge planting. The planning deparimant will advise you

on what is acceptable in your particular circumstancas.

Avoiding 'overbearing’

Extansions and conservatonas should not be overbaaring o your neighbours. As a generzl rule, WWo-slarey exaen-
sions should not be pasifionzd vary close to the boundary adjacent to the garden of 2 naighbours propeny. The

lacal Council will advisz you if fhey Lhink your praposals will be averbearing.

Large new extensian with an overbearing e =T
impact on the adlacent praperty P _H\

Maintaining an ad-equate gap béhweén_adjacent properties:

sat back from
frant of original
hause

side extension set hack from the frant of house
and 1 meter from slde houndary,

Side exiensions and consenyato-
ries should leave an adequate
gap with adjscent properties.
This iz particularly impadant for
streats with delached or semi-
datached houses where large
side exlensions and gerages can
fill the gaps and crests the
imprassicn of a ferrace. The
Council may refer 10 this ss the
terracing elfecl.

Sids extznsions and conzeralo-
rigs should be sufiiziently zat
back from the frant of the praper-
ty and have a lower roof ridge
line {han the house 1 avoid his
terracing affect.




Windows and doaors:

Extansions should have windows and doors that are similar to the hause in size, shape, design and proporion.
They shauld also reflect the pattern and arrangemont of the windows of the house.

The existing frant doar and main enfrance to the housa should ba kepl unless tho Council advises you that an
alternative enfrance inlo tha extansion may be acceptable.
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sida extznsion: the ratio of window 1o
wiall should reflect the equivalent ratia,
on fhe existing buldmg



Architectural style:

&5 a general rule, the architectural styla of your sxtengion shauld ba the same 25 your existing house with simi-
Iar reaf detsils, windows, doors and extarnal matanals.

If you think & more contemparary approach o the d'esign might ba appropriste. you should discuss this with the
Council 2t an esrly stage. In sither caze the Cauncil will want to be sura your propagals will contrbute to the

quality of the lecality.

L]5ing'lhe right materials

Vau should aveid external materials that clash with the sxisting property =nd the surrpunding ares, This is partic-
ularly important for front and side extensions a8 thesa are narmelly mare visiole from the streel.

B in most sircumsizness the matanalz thet you use for your exisnsion, garage or gutbuilding should match
thase usad on your house;

B although it may not be possible to find matching materials, parlicularly for older houseas, and Building
Regulabions may have raguirements such as doublz olazing that will make it difficull to match axisting
windows, your prapozals will ba expected to use materials thal complement the colours, tones and texiures

af your house. x
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